Last bodies 3I1| 
returned; ID 
efforts begin 


• By CHRIS CONNELL 

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, Del. 
(AP) — The bodies of more than 900 
American cult members who perished 
by suicide or murder in Guyana were 
back in their homeland Sunday as FBI 
and military experts renewed the seem- 
ingly hopeless effort to identify all the 
badly decomposed dead. 

The last 183 bodies were unloaded at 3 
a.m. from an Air Force C-141 cargo 


plane, the ninth flight of the airlift from 
the steamy tropical country where the 
havoc at the Peoples Temple commune 
was wreaked eight days ago. 

Officials said they were told that 912 
bodies had been sent to Dover. 
American officials in Guyana said 909 
bodies were found at Jonestown and four 
m Georgetown, but one of those at 
Jonestown was Guyanese. 

Maj. Robert Groom, public 
information officer for the base, said 
that as of late Sunday,. 532 bodies had 
been fingerprinted by an FBI disaster 
team and 29 positively identified, in- ' 
eluding the cult’s leader, the Rev. Jim 
Jones. The others’ names were not 
released. 

Jn Washington, State Department 
spokesman Jeff Dieterick said although 
the government had no immediate plans 
to cremate any bodies, “eventually, if a 
large number of unclaimed bodies re- 
main in Dover, it may be we will be forc- 
ed to consider that possibility . ” 

Shuler said Jones’ body had been 
embalmed. 

Shuler and a State Department lawyer 
here, Michael White, said no autopsy 
nad been performed on Jones or anyone 
else here. But sources in Washington 
who did not want to be identified said 
some tests were run on the bodies of 
Jones and one or two others to deter- 
mine the cause of death. The results 
were not known. 

White said that although State Depart- 
ment officials had been in contact with 
several relatives of Jones, there had 
been no formal claim to his body. In 
Richmond, Ind., on Sunday, a funeral 
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